Danby might join with Halifax to weaken their interest.
•February 10. Sir Thomas Slingsby, Sir Thomas Mauleverer, and some other gentlemen of Yorkshire, to show their diligence for the King's service exceeded mine, sent up an agent, with some matter whereon to ground a forfeiture of the charter of the city of York. Of which having early notice from a friend, I first went and informed the Duke of York and the Secretary with it,"and used means to introduce their messenger myself to the Secretary, whereby I did prevent any jealousy at Court of ray being too much a friend to that city, and them of the credit they pretended to have by it. And now it was resolved a quo warrant? should be brought against that city, if the matter to ground one upon was sufficient.
February 12. My lord of Danby was bailed from his long confinement of five years, with all the popish lords that had lain there since the first plot, excepting the two that were dead.
The same day my lord of Danby came to kiss his Majesty's hand in the bedchamber, where I chanced to be present. The King received him very civilly, and when the earl complained of his long imprisonment, told him that he knew it was against his consent, which my lord owned with thankfulness; but there was no discourse between them, in private. My Lord Privy Seal carne into the presence soon after, and the two lords saluted each other but slightly. The next day, going from, the Privy Seal to wait on the earl, my lord bid me give him his service and tell him that he should have taken a more particular sort of notice of him, but that he thought it might not prove so well for his service. The earl said that it was for that reason he took so also little notice of his